the Government of that country was unable to dispossess
them; and conscious of its weakness, was glad to compound
with them for an acknowledgment of supremacy, which they
spurned and disavowed, whenever its exercise 'appeared
likely to encroach on that independence of action which
they rarely permitted to be controled,

3rd. Ou the Sylliet or southern side, the establishment of
British supremacy brought these fierce marauders into
immediate contact with a power which they in vain attempt-
ed to resist; they were driven back from the plain- to Mic
mountains, and redoubts were built along the line of iron tier,
in which guards were permanently stationed for the protec-
tion of the country. The mo^t effectual check upon their
conduct, however, was found in excluding them from the
frontier markets, to which they had habitually resorted for
the sale of their produce and purchase of grain ; and this
measure* when rigorously enforced, rarely failed to extort
from them some compensation for the property they had
plundered* though they never would consent to surrender
ihe culprits.

4th. When the fate of war had transferred A^sam to
British rule, the expediency of endeavouring to open a
direct communication between it and the more southern
provinces of Sylhct and Kachar, was not likely to escape
the penetration of Mr. Scott; arid his inarch through the
Jyuteeah territory in 182-i, to which allusion has been
already made, afforded a striking practical proof of the value
of siurh lines of intercourse between the remote districts of
our eastern frontier.

5tL It was not, however, until the year 1826*, that negoci-
ations to eftect this desirable object were entered upon by
Mr. Scott with the Cossyah chieftains; when Teerut Sing,
the Rajah of Nungklow, having expressed a desire to rent
some lands in Assam, which had once been held by his ances-
tors under the native princes of that country, Sir. Scott
promised compliance with his request, if he would endeavour
to obtain from his people permission for the unrestricted
passage of British subjects through his territory, from arid to